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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 BONN 14989 172124Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SMS-01 PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-01 ICA-11 /063 W 

004196 182014Z/62 

R 171613Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1 150 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
USMISSION USNATO 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 

SECRET BONN 14989 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, US, GW 

SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF SOVIET AMBASSADOR FALIN 

1 . SOVIET AMBASSADOR FALIN IS LEAVING THE FRG IN EARLY 
SEPTEMBER. THE SOVIETS HAVE NOT SOUGHT AGREEMENT FOR 
A SUCCESSOR THOUGH LAPIN IS THE NAME MOST FREQUENTLY 
MENTIONED. 

2. FALIN HAS OFFICIALLY TOLD THE FRG HE IS LEAVING IN 
EARLY SEPTEMBER (SEPTEMBER 2, ACCORDING TO ONE SOURCE) 

AND IS CURRENTLY IN THE MIDST OF HIS FAREWELL CALLS. 

THE GERMANS UNDERSTAND FALIN WILL BECOME ZAMYATIN'S 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 BONN 14989 172124Z 

DEPUTY FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE. 

3. THE SOVIETS HAVE NOT REQUESTED AGREEMENT FOR A 
SUCCESSOR TO FALIN NOR HAVE THEY INDICATED WHEN THE NEW 
MAN MIGHT BE COMING. THE GERMANS HAVE HEARD INFORMALLY 
THAT BOTH BONDARENKO AND KOVALEV HAVE TURNED DOWN THE 
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AMBASSADORIAL JOB. ONE SOURCE ADVISES THAT, CONTRARY 
TO SOME PRESS REPORTS, ABRASIMOV WAS NEVER CONSIDERED 
FOR THE POSITION. AT THE MOMENT, CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE 
COMMITTEE FOR RADIO AND TV LAPIN IS MOST FREQUENTLY 
MENTIONED AS F ALIN'S SUCCESSOR. 

4. THE FOREIGN OFFICE IS NOT ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE 
PROSPECT OF LAPIN AS THE NEW SOVIET AMBASSADOR. LAPIN IS 
VIEWED HERE AS A HARD LINER AND A DIFFICULT INTERLOCUTER. 

AS ONE FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIAL NOTED, HIS APPOINTMENT 
WOULD NOT BE IN HARMONY WITH THE EUPHORIC TONES 
PRESENTLY EMANATING FROM MOSCOW ON FRG-SOVIET RELATIONS. 
MEEHAN 


SECRET 
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